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PTS EEE: To PITT 
To my LORD, 


THE 


LORD HENRY, 


FARL OF PETEBORROW. 


Groom of the Stole, and Firſt Gentleman of the Bcd- 
Chamber to His MAaJjzesTtyr, one of the Lords of 
the Honourable Priyy-Council , and Knight of the 
Moſt Noble Order ot the Garrtz xr. 


My L ox », 
T if 75) Omilies are by our Rubrick / and the Statute ) 


to grue place to Sermons , where they may be 
as had; and therefore the Miniſter who Officiates 
04 the King's-Day , z ob1idged rather to Preach a Ser- 
mon of his own Compoſing upon the ſame Argument , 
than to Read the Homily concerning Obedience to Rulers 
and Magiſtrates. Thr, [ doubt not, was chear fully done 
by Perſons and in Places of the greateſt Emimency ; aid 
we mm the Country thomght our ſelves bound to be as Du- 
tiful as thoſe in higher places; as Aﬀectionace t0zs Ma- 
jeſty' s Service, thy not fo Eloqueit: And thi many rf 
Richer Parts, have of their Abundance caſt mirch more 
into this Treaſury ; yet Men of Meaneſt need not del, pair 
of His Majeſty” s Gracious Acccptancc; wh? lhe 1h 
poor Widow in the Goſpel, 7hey come to Exprefs their ,, 
A 2 {1111s 


Matti. X: 


The Epiſtle 


Prous Officionſneſs to Support his Crown, by their -Obla- 
tions ; the' they betray rheir Poverty by the Mcanneſs of 
them, and ſhew how much greater ther Zeal is than 
their Abilictics i ſerve Fm | 
This I did (as well as ! could) in His Majcſty's Coi- 
legiate Church of /ipon 5 nor is it Oftentation , that 
makes me Preach it over ayain from the Preſs , but 
pere Charity 7owards the Cure of the Leprofic of theſe 
Rebcllious Priticiples , which every Prieſts muſt needs 
fee Tokens enough to diſcern fo be that Plague in the 
Lev. xij. Head, which re:-der's tho many among our People fo ut- 
44. ver). terly unclean , 4s that they are, only fit: to dwell alone, 
4&6, , 
and without rhe Camp of Iiracl. And as the Prieſt un- 
der the Law, who attempted the (ure of any other Lep- 
iv. 14. er, was by God's 'Drirettion to been art the Right Ear, 
and from thence to proceed to his Right Hand 3 fo, [ 
thought my ſelf obl:dged to Print what 1 had Preaclrd, 
that they might handle what they bad heard, and be the 
AN Pore perfetily Convinc'd how much it concerns us to ln- 
' deawvor their Cure , and them to gorn with us in our 
Prayers to GOD for the Perfetting 2t. 

The Subject convmces me, how ready ſome will. be ts 
take Offence «? the Author and Argument of this Ser- 
men; and thy 1 neither fcar the Cenſure, nor court the 
Kavorr of Men {0 diſaffetied to the Government ; yet I 
thnght my ſelf ebliged to make chnce of ſuch a Patron , 
a5 had bien a Pattern oft Loyalty to others, and was 
Elimſelf Able ad Willing to Protect? both 5; and tomains- 
tain that Truth , which hath been the Rule of. Your 
Life: Tour {.2rd/h1ps Devotion to Your Prince, and 
Zeal for his *ciyice betmg as well known as Tour Per- 
ion. And 1197 tore be little mn this Diſcour/e Worthy 
of Tour Judicions ye, or Owning ; Tet the Cauſe which 
it leads, being That for which Tour Honour hath al. 
wayes expreſſed lo Great a Concern , as to venture 


Your 
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Your Life and Eſtate z# it , makes me not Deſpair of 
its - Acceptance : + And Tour Emment and Undeſtru- 
ed Goodneſs , of which 1 have had (0 long Experience, 
ſecures my Pardon for Prefixing Your Name 7o ze. 
if my Abilities had born Proportion to my Will , zt 
ſhould have been as far beyond, as it now will fall ſhort 
of Tour Lordſhips Expeftations : But my Comfort 75, 
1 hat as it grues me an Happy Opportunity fo Teſtifie 
my Gratitude for Tour former Favours , fo there will 
be a Power in Your Acceptance 0 make Plainneſs an 
Ornament , and to Oblige others to think well of the 
mean but ſincere Ferformances of Him , who accounts 


Himſelf obliaged to be, as well as to ſubſcribs Fiim- 
ſelf, 


£4 


My Lox vw, 


Your Lordſhip's, 
In all humble Duty, and 
Unfeigned Obſeryance, 


TrHomas CanTtwariI cnt. 


x KINGS 


(r) 


1 KINGS vii. 66. 


On the Eighth day he ſent the People away 5 and they 
Bleſſed the Kimg , and went unto their Tents joyful 
and glad of heart , for all the goodneſs that the Lord 
had done for David his Servaut, and for IfFacl Gs 
FPeople. 


V E are now happily Aſſembled in the Collegiate Church 
V.; Ripon, ( endowed and confcrr'd upon us by the 
Bounty of our Royal Founder Kins F AMES the firſt, of 
eyer bleſſed Memory, in the Second Year of his Reign) ug. 2, 
to Celcbrate , according to the Laudable and Religions '*** 
Practice of good Subjects in former Ages the Joyful /nau- 
guration of 115 Grandſon, our Gracious Soveraign Lord 
King FAMES the ſecond on the Firſt Day of the /econd 
Tear ot his Reign And we may now remember, with Com- 
fort and Satisfaction to our Conſciences, how the Mer of 
Ripon( or our Friends of Ripon, as they Ironcally call'd us) 
were ſingled our and traduced , not many Years fince, 
by Julian Fohnſon , Ferguſon, and other bot ſpurs of rhe 
ſame Faction and Sedition , ( who werc then carrying on 
an LAccurſed Conſpiracy againſt the Crown and Church 
of England) and Expoſcd to the Madnelis ofthe People, 
ro be Ridicul'd and ReviPd for our early, and then un- 
faſhionable Lovalty , exp cfled in onr Addreſs; in hopes 
that rhey might eirher haye Laugh'd or Frightcd us out 
of our Duty and Religion. 
Now that we may teſtific torhe World our unmovcable 
Sreadineſs , and the renewed Evidence of our Fid-lity to 
the Crov nin all unthaken Principles and Practiſes of Loy- 
alry ; let us do the proper Work of the Amy's Day in 
its ſcalon, Let 
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Let us Bleſs God for the miraculous Diſappointments 
of all the malicious Hopes, and internal Deſigns of thoſe 
Blood-thriſty Men , being not only agreeabte- to rneir 
Anti-Monarchical and Anti-Epiſcopal Principles ; bur, in 
trurh , inſeparable from them. Let us be joyful and glad 
of heart , for all the goodneſs that the Lord hath done far 
David his Servant , and for Iſrael his People. Shew 
your Love to his Perſon, and your Zeal for his Govern- 
ment; reſign up your ſelves (as you have done your Charter) 
to him , not doubting of a proportionable Favour and 
Encouragement : - and as you have ſtood to your Prince 
in his ſeycreſt 'T'ryals { m——_— to your bounden Duty) 
ſo let it not be in-the Power of any Diſcontented Per- 
ſons whatſoeyer , to Taint you with the leaſt blemiſh of 
Diſloyalty. 

We want nothing ( Bleſſed be God and the King , as 
to our External State ) but what ro wh for. Do we 
nct enjoy Peace, Plenty, and Liberty ; nay, and the 
Beſt Relrgion in the World ? and why then ſhould we 
diſquiet our ſelves or others, with the fanciful Imagina- 
tions and unreaſonable Fears of future Eviis, for which 
in reality, there appears no Foundation, but in our own 
diſtemper'd Brains ? Let us do our Duty, andthe King 
his Pleaſure; let us not prevaricate with God or him, but 
be as obedient to his Commands, as 1/-ae/ was to Sols:non's: 
Whoſe Excellent Preſident I have choſen to ſet betore you, 
to Copy after. 

A lext which you muſt needs by this time ſee , to 
be proper and pertinent,and ſuch as by the Bleſſing of God, 
is made very ſcatonable and ſuitable ro ths Day's Solemni- 
try : Which, if it hac tall*n into the hands of one, whom 
better Parts and more Leiſure had fitted for this Service, 
might haye afforded you a Diſcourſe , not Inferiour to 
what this great and firſt Anniverſary Soletmnity , might 
reach you to expect. But the happy occafton of our meeting, 

4 and 
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and your own obyious Meditations upon it, will eaſily 

draw out the Parale} between this People in my Tex:r, 

and your ſelves, without the help of a Preacher. 

The main Ingredients, which concur to the compler- 

ing the happineſs of any Kingdom, you will find to mect 

here in my Text, A Wi/e and Devout King, a Loyal 

and Religious People , and a good underſtanding between 

them. 

Salomon takes care to build and adorn the Temple of 

God, and the Pcople contribute freely and largely to it: 

He brings the Ark of the Covenant into the Giry of 
2gud, they attended it with all due Solemnity , he e- 
abliſh'd Religion by a Law, and the People rake ſpecial 

notice of the Honour and Welfare of Religion, under his 

Government, of the Glory of the Lord filling the Houſe Vole '": 

of the Lord, as a teſtimony of his owning _ the Kinp 

and they had done; and of God's hearkning tothe King's '*/- 30- 

and their Prayers in the Houſe, which he in their ſight 

had newly Dedicated to him. He Honoured God with Trov.iij. g. 

his ſubſtance , and with the firſt Fruits of his Increaſe, 

he Sacrific'd Two and twenty thouſand Oxen, and an Verſ. 63. 

Hundred and twenty thouſand Sheep: They were well 
leaſed with his Royal and Religious Performances, and 

Fs Peace-Offering to the Lord ; this was the Joy of their 

Hearts, and they Feaſted themſelves with the Remem- 

brance of ir, to ſee Holineſs and Happineſs meer toge- 

ther, Picty and Proſperity kiſs each other. Solomon held yr. ;, 

a Feaft, and all Iſrael with him, (a great Congregati- 

on) Seven days and Seven days; and on the Eighth day 

he ſent the People away, and they Bleſſed the King, and 

went unto thew T ents joyful and glad of Heart, for all 

the goodneſs that the Lord had done for David his Ser- 

vant, and for Iſrael his People. God hath Bleſſed us 

with a Prince at this time, not inferiour to him in my 


Text, for bis Knowledge and Condutt in Government ; 
B 
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one who hath been brought up moſt part of his Life, in 
the School of Afﬀlition, which hath wrought Parzence, 
and Patience ſuch Experience 1m hmm ; ſuch knowledge 
of Men and Buſmeſs, that if he do not by Judgment e- 
ftabliſh this Kingdom , the fault will not be his , butour 
own. For we cannot expect, either from G op. or the 
King , to be made happy, whether we will or no ; we 
may pull down Deſtruction upon our ſelves and our Po- 
ſterity, by the very ſame methods that we did in his 
Father's time; we may be Deſtroyers of our ſelyes, and 
the eſtabliſh'd Religion, and make our ſelves Exam- 
ples of Gop's and the Kings Juſtice : Bur if we will 
fake Example of this People in my Text , the Sons of 
Zer viah ſhall never be too hard for our David, nor will 
he ever be out of loye with us, or our Religion. Loyal- 
ty is rhe King's Joy, the Kingdoms Happinels ,. and the 
Subjects Glory ; and if all People would be Loyal, no 
Kingdom could be miſerable ; I am: ſure not ours. - All 
the tics of Duty and Gratitude do at this time indiſpenſa- 
bly oblige us to it, and to give his Sacred Majeſty. rhe 
beſt aſſurance we can, that we know our Duty , and that 
we are firmly refoly'd to Act according to it, as did this 
People in my Text, On the etghth day he ſent the people 
away, and they Bleſſed the King, and went unto therr 
Tents , joyful and glad of Heart. for all the Goodneſs 
that the Lord had done for David his Servant, and for 
[/rael his People. 

In which Words there are Five Particulars obſervable: 

I. Regia popult 'Diſmiſſio, the Royal Diſmiſlion of the 
Pcople: On the eigth day he ſent the People away. 

Il. ”opult Benedit7io Votrua ; the Peoples dutitul Va- 
lediction; T Ley Bleſſed the King at parting. 

I11. Popul: Srbmiffio 5. the Peoples ready Submititon: 
T hey went wnto therr Tents.. 

IV. ZPopuir Exultatio ; the. People's Satisfaction and 
Triumph: Trey were joyful and glad of Heart, V. 
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V. Exultationis ratio ; the good Ground, and juft 
Reaſon of their Triumph : "Twas for a/{ the goodneſs 
that the Lord had done for David his Servant, and for 
Iſrael his People. 

I ſhall endeavour to Explain and Apply cach of theſc 
Particulars in its order: The fir 7 whereof is: 

I. Regia Popul: Diſmi//io ; the Diſmiſſion of thePeo- 

le; when, and by whom it was made: Offavo @ ſep- 
tem poſtremis poſt ſolemnitatem die ; Onthe Eighth from 
the latter Seven dayes Solemnity , of the Dedication, or 
Excenia, (ſuch as our Wake days, and Church-Feaſ7s 
are) tor in both Solemnities there were Fourteen Days; 
Seven for the Dedication , and the other Seven for the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles; which began on 7h? Fifteenth of 
Seprember : After the exact Termination whereof , So- 
lomon informed the People, then Aſſembled, from the 
Eaſtern to the Weſtern-borders of his Dominions , of 
their Duty to Gop and the King; and having made a 
Colleion among them, to defray the charge of the .Sa- 
crifices which had been offer'd; when they had done the 
buſineſs for, and unto which he call'd them, helets them 
know, That he was not willing to detain them any long- 
er from their private Employments; and that he diſpenſed 
with.their farther Abe. and gaye them leaye to 
depart on the Morrow : Which they accordingly did, 
on the 23. of September , with their Hearts as light as 
their Purſes; they carried away little Money , but much 
Mirth along with them into the Country ; and were fo far 
from prudging what thcy had ſo piouſly ſpent, in Gov's 
and the Kzng's Service, that they gploried in its Accept- 
ance, and thought their Moneys well beſtow'd, and their 
Journey well paid for. The Subjection of the People to 
their Prince, was then thought as natural as that of Chil- 
dren to their Parents; they neyer dream't of a State of 


natural Freedom. When he call'd them, they came; 
B 2 and 
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and when he diſmiſſed them, they went away. I wiſh 
the ſame Prudence, Temper and Moderation had always 
been in all our fellow Subje*ts ; then would nor that wild 
Notion , and ſeditious Opinion ever have been broached 
among us , That the Kzng cannot Prorogue or Diſſolve 
his Parliaments ( in which his People are Repreſenta- 
tively Aſſembled ) 7ill rheir Petitions be anſwer'd, and 
their Grievances redreſſed ; or that they may tarry till 
they diſmiſs themſelves , and not depart when the King 
thinks fir and convenient , as Solomon's People in my 
Text did, with great Submiſſion and Satisfaction; which 
they intimated to the King , when it was his Pleaſure to 
diſmiſs them, by taking occaſion ro bleſs him at parting; 
which was their durifai Form if YValeditiion, and the 
Second parr of my Text: To wit, 

Il. Popul: Benedittio Votrua, King Solomon Blefſed 
the people borh before and after his Prayer 5 and now 
they make bold to let him know, That they will not be 
indebred to him in any good Offices , and thar he hall 
not outyye them in ſuch Acts of Piety : They Bleed 


.the King. and Bleſſed are they for ſo doing, and Blefled 


are all they that do like them. *Tis an Exccllent thing, 
when in an happy Emulation zhe Kzng and his People do 
ſtrive, as much as in themlies, to out-bleſs one another; 
*ris pity that a Contention ſo Pijous as this thould fall, or 
rhat any other ſhould ariſe berweenthem, then whoſhatll 
contribute moſt to each others Happineſs : For the King's 
and People's Intercft czn never be ſeparated , without in- 
dangering the Ruin ot borh. 

The: King laboured their Profit, they his Honour; they 
received Security from him, he Service trom them z he 
defign'd their Good , they his Glory; he was Bountitul 
© them, they Thankful ro him ; he Praycd for them, 
they Prayed for him ; he #/eſed them , and they now 
hlejſed him; as it they mutually contended , who ſhould 


be 


(9:3 


be forwardeſt, in the diſcharge of rheir truſts and Obli- 
gations, the King or his People, Burtho' he had a Com- 
miſſion from Heaven to b/e/s them, becauſe he was their 
Soveraigh and Supreme Governour; yet how durſt they 
be ſo bold as to #/e/5 him, for without contradittion the ,,, 
leſſer is bleſſed of the greater? | anſwer , There is a. 
two-fold Benedift:0on, the one Patriarchal, Miniſterial \ 
and Authoritative 5 and this the King might, but they \ 
could not pronounce; they could not give, but receive it: / 
The other Swuppiicatory, and (it I may take up the Word) 
Charitative; and ſuch a b/eſſing as this, Inferiors may 
beſtow on their Superiors, which is call'd Bened:&:0 /o- 
tiva, or Bone Apprecatioms 3 and ſo Beneatcere is no 
more then Bene precari, and ſeems to be the pious Re- 
ſulr of their Gratirude to the King, in their beſt Withes 
and Prayers ro GoDÞ, for his Peaceable and Proſperous 
Reign over them, in ſuch Common and Religious Accla- 
mations, as God ſave the King, which is a Tribute of 
Loyalty and Thankſgiving , which all his Subje&ts owe 
him ; Azentes Grarias propter Opera que feciſſet , © jureriia. 
Orantes Solomonem tongevo tempore regnare. Gloſſ. 
It was not it ſeems the i{eligion ot thoſe times to Cur /e 
the King, no not m their Hearts, but to bleſs him : not 
to Cenſure his Actions, upon the bare Credit of the 
flying Reporrs of Light-hcaded and Difattedted Per- 
ſons ( which are always tull of Uncertainty , and many 
times of Malice: ) Nor to quarrel with him, becauſe he 
will not ſuffer them ro rake his Sword out of his Hand , 
rill they could be ſtrong caough, by his own Concellions, 
ro cur off his Head with it: Their was no ſpeaking evil + 
of  D:gnitzes no petulant Girding ar their Superiors, no looſe 
Lamyo9.ns, no bitter Invi-tives againſt chem; rhey neither 
diſpiicd them themſclves ; nor tc:npred orhers co do it, 
that they might in time deltroy rhem : For they know 
that 9/21me:'s 1C:.4zug Would end in Sheba's Riſing ; "that 
De- 


(C%) 


Detration was the ready Road to Sedition, and accord- 
ingly Slandermg of the Footſteps, of God's , Anointed was 
join'd with Bla/phemy agarſt God. They durſt notthink 
any Evil of him , much leſs defire any the leaſt Evil to 
betall him; but as Jacob bleſſed Pharanh ( who was none 
of the beſt Princes , nor yethis own Prince, ſodid they 
conceive themſelyes , much more indiſpenſably oblig'd z# 
bleſs their Solomon , their Wiſe, their Religious and moſt 
gracious Soyeraign. And I heartily with that the Genera- 
rion of Vipers, who have ſpit out ſo much of their Venom 
againſt Authority in our Age , would bring forth ſrutts 
meet for Repentance , leaſt Cham's Curſe come upon them, 
for not hidmg ther Fathers Nakedneſs from the Scornful. 
Will you be led by none butthoſe Vile Men, who have 
nothing to render themſelves conſiderable, but by being 
troubleſome ? Are you reſoly*d ro have no prudential re- 
gard to the preſent State of Afﬀairs ? Will you neirher 
be reconciled to his m—_ , nor his Friends , till they 
are of your complexions an ger ag , tho” Subjects as 
as Loyal as your ſelves? It the old Phar:i/aica! Leaven 
of Acrimony and Sourneſs were purg'd out of your Hearts, 
you would be of more amicable , charitable , meek and 


* quiet Diſpoſitions ; nor would you ſuffer your Z2al to 


be ſuch a Cormorant , as to devour your Charity ; nor 
ro grow fo fierce , as to fly upon every thing, which 
Cuſtom and Educaion hath not rendred tamiliar to you? 
Will you not ſuffer others patiently to ſee with their own 
Eyes ? Or muſt you needs be angry with them, for not 
being Wiſe enough to be of your Opinions ? Will you 
fly in your Neighbours Faces for eyery Trifle ? Nay, in 
his Majeſty's Face too , if he fayour "Sho tew of them, 
of whoſe good Services he hath had ſo long Experience, 
becauſe rhey are not of your Per/waſwns in all things ? 
Is it not poſlible/for Men of 729 mins , to be of one 


Heart ? Cannot we cariy it fairly and amicably , with 
Mceck- 
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Meekneſs and Innocence towards them , with whom our 
Principles do. nor incline us to be fo-free and familiar ? 
Dtivinity is no Stranger to Flumanity; it Tolerates what 
it cannot Remedy , and the molt Chriſtian Man will be 
the moſt Con plaifant to his Brethren ; he will give no 
unneceſſary Provocation, nor willihe move any needleſs, 
or endleſs Controverſics: There being a great many rruths 
of fo ſmall Importance , that a wiſe and good Man will 
part with them all , for a Grain of Charity. Hath not 
rhe Inconrinency of diſputing rather divided, than reform- 
ed the Church ? And would not our Congregations be 
more edified by a Catechi/m than a Controverſie ; and a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel be better employed, in approving 
himſelf to be a Chriſtian , than in proving the Pope to 
be Antichriſt? ? [is Prafical Drumity, of which their 
is no diſpute, that muſt bring us all ro Heaven. Have 

ou no value for the Gracious Charater which his 
Majeſty hath given , of the excmpiary Lovalty of the 
Church of England ? Or are you grown ſuch Children , 
that if you may not have every thing that you fancy , 

ou will throw away every thing that is offer'd you, 
and fall out with your Meat, and the Father ot the 
Country under whoſe Protection you Eat ic ? Does not 
this favor of the old 'Presbyterian Temper ? 

Let me Conjure you all, who hear me this Day, by ; 

rhe Reſpect which you owe to. the Truth of the Goſpel, 
to or IHother the Church of England , to the King , 
whote Day it is, that you now Celebrate, tothe pub/rck 
Peace without, and the private within you , If it be xg, x, 
poſſible, and as much as lyeth m you , to live peaceably 18. xiv. 19, 
with all Men. Follow after the things which make for 
peace 5 go along with them , as far as you can , with 
Truth and Charity ; and where you pait, lct it be like 
Friends: So thaſl we ed:fie one another in our moſt Holy 


Faith ; make the Pleaſure of his Majeity's Goyernment, 
abatc 


Z, 


Rom. Xiij. 
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1 Tim, ij. abate the Burden of it; and /ead quiet and peaceable 


Lives under him, in all Godlin?/s and Honefty , as did 
this People in my Text, under Solomon; whoſe dutiful 
Submiſſion to him, is the next thing to be conſider'd, and 
recommended ro your Imitation, to wit; 

IH. Populi Submiſſio ; T hey went unto their T ents. 
They knew 'twas fit for them to depart, when it was the 
King's Pleaſure ; but yet to tarry, till it were ſo: They 
reſolved not to continue longer , nor yet to leave Him 
fooner: They would haye been glad to have enjoyed the 
Bleſſing of his Preſence longer ; but having receiv'd his 
Commands to be yone, they departed, and went unto 
their Tents, every Man to his own Habitation, without 
any Diſpute or Regret, to abide in his Calling to which 
he was call'd, as a Member ot the Comman- Wealrh ; ro 
meddle with nothing but his proper buſineſs , and left 
the Adminiſtration of Religion to the Prieſts, and the Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom to Solomon. | 

Not from the Court to the Camp; not from waiting 
on him , to war againſt him ; bur from the Temple, to 
their Tents.. For St. Paul ſays, That Kzngs are , nor 
by God's Sufferance , but by his Ordinance: and therefore, 
even ſuppoſing them never ſo bad, they are never to be 
re/ifted. You may take up the Buckler of Patience; but 
you muſt not take up Arms againſt them : for Rebellion 
is ſuch rank Poiſon to the Soul, that the leaſt Scruple of 
it is Damnable , the very Intention of it in the Heare 
is Mortal. 

Our Religion will never ſuffcr us to diſpence wirh our 


Loyalty , to ſerve any Worldly Intereſt or Advantage ; 


no not for its own Defence. Ir ſets the Crown faſt and 
caſie upon the King's Head, without Catechiſing him: 
For be” his Heart inclinable to any Religion , or none , 
it leaves him no Rival ; none to Inſult or Lord it over 
him ; Ir diſclaims all U/urparion , Fopular, or Papat; 


ncither 


(11) 
neither Pope nor Presbyter may control him none but 
the great God , the only Ruler of 'rmces, can over-rule 
him ; to whom ?tis his Dury , Glory , and Happincſs 
to be Subjet. Tho? the King ſhould not Pleaſe or Hun:or 
vs ; tho' he ſhould reud off rhe Mantle from our Fottes 
{ as Sanldid from Samuel; } nay rno? he th-uld Semence 
us to Death, (of which bleſſed be God and the King, 
there is no danger ; ) yet it we are living e Members of 
the Church of England, we muſt neither open our Mouths, 
nor hfr up our Hands againit him ; but Hour him before 
the People and Elders of Iſrael. We mult imitate Jere- 
miah in t'riſon; Daniel in the Lios- Den; Amos ſtruck 
through the T emples ; Zachariah , c Wurder'd between 
the torch and the Altar 5 our bleſſed Saviour , lrving 
-under {Herod and T wer: . and Crucifird under Contits 
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Pilate; His'Di/ciples , under Caligula, Claudius, Nero 


and [Donittian 5 Chriſtian Biſhops, under Heathen 'Fer- 
ferutors 5 none ot which ever Revil'd their Priaces, or 


'Kefifted them 


Who queſtioned Saul for ſlaying the Prie/?s, and re- 
wvolting' fe [dolatry ? Who queſtioned Joram a Farr 


cide, and Murderer of his Nobles ? Or Joaſh , tor bi 
Jdelatry,' and flaymg the High-Prieft ! Did the Sanhe- 
\drim do'ir? Who queltioned Theod-/inus for Mur der ing 
Six thouſand Innocent perſons! Who queſtioned Con- 
lance. Valens,' or fulian the Apoſtate ? ' Who-rraduc'd 
thex Perſons, or Dignities, or ofter'd them any tumul- 
tyous Atironts, or Remon{trances? So rhat unlcfs we, 
in iheſe /atrer diys, do underſtand the Mind of Goo, 
beuer than the Jew!ſh Church, and the 'Primitivel. lr i/t- 
zans did; we muit not ask our Prince, why he Go) ens 
us otherwiſe, than we pleaſe to be Govern'd our ſelves. 
We muſt neither call him to accow:t tor his Religion, nor 
queſtion him tor his Policy in Civil Marrcrs ; 5 he is 
niade:our King by God's Law, ot which ihe Law of the 
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Land is only Declaratrve : 'Tis God alone who can take 
Vengeance of him, if he does amiſs ; and proportion 
Puniſhments to his Perſon. Upon 4s Providence are we 
oblig'd to depend, who never fails to help Religious Men 
and Kingdoms in their Diſtrefies , and makes all things 
work togetber for thetr good. Bur I need not plead ja 
Submiſſion unto evr/ Kings; ſince God of his infinite Good- 
neſs hath beſtowed /o Good and Gracious a King upon us: 
Who tho? he be not of our Religion, ( had we but thank- 
ful Hearts to acknowledge his Fayours) his Kindneſs is as 

reat tO us, as if we were of ir; For he is nota Ne- 
ro, but a Conſtantine the Great to us. 

The Jews ſay, That the Keys of the Temple were nat 
hung at the High-Pri? fs Girdle ; but laid every Night 
under Solomon's Pillzw, as belonging to his Charge. To 
eſtabliſh Religion by a Law, is the King's Province:. To 
uphold, and maintain the Church, _ her Legitimate 
Children; this he hath freely undertaken , beyond: our 
Expectations, (it not Deſerts: ) And if he benotſogoad 
as his Word, at laſt, I pray God the Fault be not owrs. 

The Ark of God was not ſhaken, as many fear'd it would 
have been, at the Death of our late Graciqus Soyeraign 
Lord , King. Charles the Second ;. but continued ſteady., 


without the leaſt Commotion. No Cry in our Cities, no 


Complaining in our Streets , no Tears but thoſe of Love 
and Loyalty : The Lord is ſtill with us., and hath ſet 
another Gracious King oyer us; and the pre/ence,of God's 
Ark is once more ſecured to us , even in Verbs Regis, 


'in the Word of @ King, which is as Sacred as his Per- 
fon, and as currant as his Coin; for iz his Word, there 


is Truth, as well as Power : And thoſe. early: and moſt 
gracious Aſſurances of his Princely Piety, and undeſerved 
Goodneſs towards us, madein his Privy Council this trme 
T welve-month , have been ſtill renewed , repeated and 
mulriply'd to us, in deſpight of all our Ingratitude; which 


would 
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would make a paſſage ro Mcn's Hearts through zheiy 
Brams, (if they had any) and teach them; firſt ro ad- 
mire his Goodneſs; rhen to be confidenrin ir, and thank- 
ful for ir; and to ſay as Mephrboſheth of David, <Mv,. ... 
Lord the King ts an Angel of God : Do therefore what 11, 
# good in thine kyes. Was he ever worſe than his Word 
to any Man? Or what ground hath hegivenany of us, 
tro apprehend that he ever wiil be ſo? Who was ever (5 
exceeding render of his Honour as he? fo Jufftoall ; fo 
Kind beyond cxample to his Friends and Servants? How 
can we ever truſt our Lives and Fortunes in ſafer Hands 
than lis ? He hath done more, than ever any of usdurſt 
ever venture ta lock for, to give us Confidence in him; 
enough to puzzle our Underſtandings, as well as our 
Gratitude: And how can he give us better ſecurity than 
he has done? Shall we ſuſpe&thim withour cauſe, or re- 
main diſſatisfied, when he hath given us the beſt Securi- 
ty that our Cauſe admits of ? Or quarrel for more, when 
we have exoug/? Or how can cyer hope to be the berter, 
by provoking him, in whoſe Pleaſure we are ſo Happy? 
Why ſhould we endanger the loſing of thoſe /ubſtantral 
bleſ/ngs we have, by ſnappmg at the hadew, which we 
can never catch, and doth not belong to us, if we could? 
To ſuſpe&t our Prince, where we cannot help our ſclyes, 
is of all Fears the moſt unreaſonable, ' Tis not ſafe, by 
Infolence and Peeviſhneſs, to provoke a meek and mercy- 
ful Prince, to Severity and Rigor, Princes muſt not be 
upbraided with their Promiſes, much lets threatncd and 
menac'd with audacious Expoſtulations, if they do not 
perform them; for their Promiſes are Donatrves, and 'tis 
Reaſon the Doxer ſhould have the explatning of his own 
wind ; when they to- whom he promiſed it, owe it chief- 
ly, it not only, ro his Grace and Favour. *Tis theretore 
our /ntereſt, as well as our duty, to uſe out King with 
all che ſpbmiſſive Increaties imaginable : Irceverent Re- 
C py proots 
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proofs not becoming Subjects to their Soveraign. 

And. how can we declaim cnough then againſt thoſe 
Jugling Hypocrites among us , who talk of nothing but 
their Zeal for Religion , whilſt they defign nothing but 
Rebellion ? Who , to pet a miſunderſtanding between 
the King and his People, uſeall the Black Art and In- 
duftry , which quick-ſighted Malice can teach them , co 
Poiſon the unthinking People with ſtrong Suſpicions of 
his Majeſties Truth, Honour and Juftice ? We muſt be 
wanting to our Re/zg:on, King, Church and State if we 
thould tamely ſuffer our People to be ſeduc'd into ſuch 


 groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies ; and nottell them, Thar 


Profligate Wretches, did not tranſgrefs all the bounds of 
Truth , Reaſon and Modeſty , they could nor poſlibly 
render him ſuſpetfed, much lels odions; and that if their 
Impudence were not equal to their Malice , they could 
never make ſuch falſe and ſcandalous Reflections upon 
his Fer ſou and Government ; as they daily do. They 
would make us, Thar we are upon tlie very brink of thoſe 
Dangers , which Wiſer Men cannot ſee 5 and complain 
of thole Grievances, which no body feels or ſuffers. Did 
our Religion eyer Flourith more than nov ? ' Were we ever 
more Coniiderable either at Home or Abroad ? Would 
vou tain fce another Rev21/on ſpring out of the Aſhes of 
wo laſt ; it nor fit ſtill, Truſt God and the King ; 
ict them Govern the Kingdom. , and be thankful ro his 
Majeſty for teepng [ach Guards abort him , as may 
be a Terror to lil doers, and a ſafeguard to them that 
do well, Conſider well , Whither the greateſt Sticklers 
forthe Church of England at this time, be moi? conformable 
:0.4t themſelves'; whither they themſelves are obedient 
ro. the Cavil and Ecilefeaſticat Laws', which they ſeem 
{o Zcalows.to maintain that they fear we thall' all be 
undone, if any one of them be broken. Take heed there 
be not. Angurs i FHerba, Look well-about you, before 

you 
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ap leap into their Snares, May not a Private Subjet?, s 

yy their good leave, break Twenty Laws with leſs Noiſe , 

than their Soveraign 6ze ? Do , not they act like Men, 

who haye a deſign ro beget a Miſunderſitanding between: 

the King and his People , and hope to gain ſomething, 

of bcrh ; if they could inflame the Crowd into an Infur-- 

rection ? Do they nor long to ſer the Kingdom on Fire, 

to warm thir own Fingers, and to enrich themſclyes, as 

ſome once did, with the Spoil and Plunder of their Neigh- 

bours ? Will you tamely ſuffer them, to pull down the 

goodly Fabrick of Church and State, to mcnd their own 

Fortunes, which are as deſperate, perhaps, as their De- 

ſigns? And will you venture the /pozling of all, in hopes 

of mending yourſelves in One circumſtance ? Did not God 

ordain Adam to rule over his Wite, without giving her, 

or her Children , any Commilſſton to /7324 his Power ? 

What was. given to him in /:s Perſon, was alſo given to 

his Pcſterity; and the Paternal Government, continued 

Monarchical from him to the Flood; and after that to the 

Confuſion of Babel, when Kingdoms were fu ereffed Cx. 10, 

and planted over the Face of the Earth: And ſo what | 

Righr or Title the People can have, or what Commiſſion, 

either of /:mitation.or mixture , to reſtrain that Sypre- 

macy which was as unlzmited in Adam, as any Att of. 

his Will, (it being due to the Supreme Father-hood,) or 

from what time it commenced , the Scripture no were 

\ cells us. Where is the Peoples Charter extant, either in 

Nature or Scripture, for invading the Rights of the Crown? 

Or what Authority can they have from either, to intro- 

duce their Dcvices of ond avs Iz, whom Gop. 

and Nature hath ſer over them? Nay, how vain and 

void of Senſe, are all theſe pypular Projets 4 Who can 

ſer fuch bounds to his *Prerogative, as to impoſe Fenat- 

ties on him, 'if he exceed, or put thoſe condz:tional Lime 

ations in Exccution ? Nor can the Kzng himſelf diveſt 
| um- 
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himſelf of his Supremacy, or diſcharge his Subjets of 

' their Allegiance. And if any CHomarch will be lo free- 
hearted , as to lay down his Lawtul Power at his Sub- 

jets Feet; if he will throw up that Commiſſion, which 

he had from God, independant of any other, and take a 

New onc from his Subjects ( as ſome Inferior Mayif! rares 

do from him) quam din ſe bene geſſerit, or durante bene- 

placito populi, during the pleaſure of our Sovereign Lords 

the People ; he forgers thatit was a Divine Hand comme 

out of the Clouds, which tet the Crown on his Head; and 

that when there was but One good King upon the Face of 

the Earth, ( only Solomon, ) their Origimal was detiv;d 

from God above, and not from the 'People beneath For 

| Prov. viii. CWaS God himſelf who beft knew it, that ſaid, By me 

16. Kings Regs. 

Be their Religion, and Adminiſtration of their Office 
whar pleaſes them; they are of Go v's making , and 
muſt not be of the People's marr:neg. 

Our King comes to his Crown by /zze2/ Deſcent, from 
the Loins of our 'David: He is no Alien or Strangerte 
the Royal Race; nor docs his 7romotion come either from 
the Eaſt, or from the Weſt: Burt 'tis Gop who hath ſer 
him over us; with 4:s Holy Oy! hath he anomted him, 
and ſet him on his Father's T hroxe. *Tisto God's (Grace 
alone, that we owe our King; and by the Royal Conceſ* 
ſions of him, and hu Anceſtors, do we enjoy our Liber- 
ties and Properties: And the Duty of Subjets totheir 
Primces ot Servants totheir Maiiers, and of Children to 
their Parents, 15 0b/:dzing rothem, tho? they never /wore 
to do it; for ?tis not the Reſult of C.hretranty or Pokcy, 
bur a prencrple of Nature, which Relrzzon does not al- 
fer, but eſtabliþ. Tho' Darms were an Alien, and an 

Enemy to hu Religion, compelling to [dolatry, and kept 
the People of God in Captivity as Slaves ; yer Damet 
paid hum che Homage ot a guod Sulyect , aiter he had 


beca 
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been ſhut up in the Lyons Den. He acknowledged him 


to be his King , and Honour'd him accordingly ; O King 


live for ever : And the Primitive Chriſtians wiſhed 7u- 
han himſelf, length of days and proſperity. 

And as our Religion is not Evangelium armatum , 
nor will ſuffer us to riſe up againſt our King , Vit Ar- 
mis , not to be done without the Violation - all the Laws 
of God and Man; ſo neither ſhall weever have occaſion 
to do it, as they had Preabus & Lachrymzs, thoſe Pious 
Weapons , with which the Pramitzzve Chrif7ians over- 
came the Tyranny of their Perſecutors : For the King's 
Heart is in the Hand of the Lord; and he whocan turn 
it whither ſoever he will hath inclined it hitherto , (and 
I cruſt will always do ) to the ProteQtion of the Church 
of England : Wherein we have his Royal Word for our 
Securiry ; and it that be not ſufficient, to allay Mens 
Fears and Jcalouſies , I know not what will. We can 
appeal to his Sacred Majeſty , how we adher'd (as became 
us \ to his Right for Con/crence-ſake; tho? againſt that, 
which ſome ſhort-ſighted Politicians , and worſe Chii- 
ſtians , would have made us- believe ro haye been our 
Jatreſt : We cannot but glory in the Reproaches and In- 
juries we ſuſtain'd, on his account, from the Out-rages 
of the Mobile. He is of too generous and gracious a Nature , 
to uſe the Power which God hath given him, to procure 
their Ruine , who were alwayes ready ,. andever will be, 
to do their beſt ro prevent his. And therefore the Ye- 
nient Romani, the groundleſs zealouſies of Popery's coming 
in, which alarums the Rabble , ſhall: nor be ſuch a 
[ear-crow , as to' fright us out of our Wits and Reti- 
gion; nor thall it ever exaſperate or enrage us, to do 
any thing that-is wicked upon the appreheſions of-ir ; 
noc to abandon our Loyalty, Fuſtice, and moral Honeſty, 
to prevent it. For it would be a Contradiction to main- 
tain, adyance, or eſtabliſh Re/zg/on upon the Ruines of 


Tuſtice, 
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Juftice, which founds all R:Tgion; nor muſt God's Oy- 
dmance be ſecured in one poiut, by cnuangering it in a- 
ther. 

No doubt but the King will gratific his own Perſwaſion, 
without any ſevere and crucl Merhods onthe orher hand; 
for he naturally abhors Sangurne Sacrifices : Upon which 
conſideration, he hath bcen pleaſed , by hb:s own Royal 
and voluntary Declaration, to renew and confirm to his 
Subjets, the beſt Magna (.hrta that ever they had: A 
Bleſſing obtaimed without a txebellion, and which calls for 
a ſuirable Veneration and Retuin ttom his People He 
knows, that ours is a Keligron, that hath always afferied 
the Rights of the Crown, with Lite and For une: And 
how cheartully the Members of ir, have ſpent chcir Blood 
and Treaſute in his own, his late Majeſty's, and his Fa- 
ther's Service: And how they ſtand affe*ted io his Pre. 
rogatrue , upon Which they know all popular Encroach- 
ments to beas tat:l, as [nundations of rhe Sea: And that 
looſe Rems, caſt upon the Neck of a reſty People , will 
teach them a trick to throw the:r Rider, till nonecan fir 
them: And rhar none can live n the Communion of our 
Church, who does nor ſolemnly renounce al} Rebellious 
Principles and Practices , and difJaim all Uſurparivns 
wharlcevcr, upon Sovereign Powers. He can never be 
over-rulcd, ' by any deſeguing Men ( of what perſwaſion 
ſoever) ro put off! bis cwn generous Nature, a'id innate 
Kindneſs to his Old Friends: He is very well content , 
we ſhould be as Faichiul ro Gop, as we are ro Him; 
as true io our Relzgron, as to our Amg: Uop Preicrve 
and Proſper him for it 

' Alas! We do hur flarrer our ſelves, if ever we hope 
to be Goyern'd, without that which is commonly cal 4 
an Arbitrary Power , (letthe Word ſound never fo harth- 
ly: ) The only Queſtion is, //ho thall haveit ? Whether 
it ſhall be in the Aazzz, or the People? In one or many ? 


And 
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And the Denial of neceſſary Powers for the ſafety of the | 


Kingdom; which ( call them what you will ) are the Re- 
gaha, the Inherent Rights of the Crown ;., for Fear of 
Miſ-Government, is the ready way, toloſe all the Fruits 
and Benefit of Government itſelf, for want of thoſe powers 
to fy it. For 'tis impoſlible for any Common- Wealth 
to TY without that dreadful thing, calPd Arbitrary 
Power ; ( if by Arbitrary you mean, asI do, Supreme 
and Abſolute.) True it is, That if 7h1s be veſted z one, 


the People are over-apt to call it Tyranny; butif i many, 


they are pleaſed to chriſten it, by the glorious Name of 
Liberty: Tho? if Tyranny conſiſt not in the abundance, 
but abu/e of Power ; not in the uncontroulableneſs, but 
wnreaſonableneſs ; not in the exerc:/e, but exce/? of it; it 
will be as unjuſt and Tyranncal in them, as in him, fo 
to uſe it: Nor are Common-Wealths more ſecur'd frem 
this ſott of Tyranny than MHonarchies. | 

Our own Statute Laws acknowledge, That our King 
is ſubjef? to none but God; and that he hath an Imperial 
Crown; and they call his Kingdom an Empire: And by 
the Common Law, the King is neither 7uferior ro the 
Three Eftates, nor co-ordinate with them; but is Major 
Untiver/is, as well as Simpults ; Greater than a/of them, 
as well collefFrvely, as pr . The Parliament doth but 
propound, prepare, and preſent the Project of the Law; 
'tis #/2e Royal "__ that makes it one: The /ole legrſla- 
true Power is lodg'd in the King ; and to him {faith 
Bratton ) belongs the Interpretation of all Laws, when 
made ; ( not in plain Caſes, but in New Queſtions, and 
Emergent Doubts: ) Of which the King was the jirfF, 
and muſt be the la? Fudge too: For it. the People be 
Judge , he is #0 ©MHonarch at all ; and fo farewell all 
Government. | 
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There is no State; in which there is not an ultimate - 


Fudicature, which is not to be accountable; and Queen 
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Elizabeth uſed to ſay, That ſhe was to be accountable to 
none but Ged: Nordid the Proteſtants call this Tyranny, 
or Arbitrary Government, in her Days: And therefore 
let not the Dragon's T ail pretend now to lead the Head, 
leaſt after much fruitleſs Toil, it draw rhe Body of Three 
Kingdoms znto the Ditch. Things are not always in them- 
ſelves, as they appear to us : We ſce them bur on the 
Dark-fide; the King hath more Wiſdom than to lay open 
the Arcana Imperi to us: And it an Implicite Faith 
be due to the meaneſt Arrificer in his own Art, how much 
more is it due to the Kzng in the profound /ecrets of Go- 
wvernment! His Aftons are manifeſt, but his Reaſons 
ſeal'd up in the Cabiner of his own Royal Breaſt. And if 
Bodinus ſays true, A Sovereign Prince may T)erogate to the 
Law, wh:h he hath promiſed or ſworn to keep, if the e- 
quity thereof be cens'd, and that of himſelf; without the 
conſent of his \nbjefts. Supyole there were a Law, That 
the Pcople ſhould pay no 7 axes, or Contributions ro the 


. publick Good, bur what every Man himſelf pleas'd; or 
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that none ſhould be preſſed to fight againſt a Common E- 
nemy ; this would look hke a Glorious State of Liberty 
indeed, through a pair of popular Spettacles : Bur it the 
King, who is the beſt Judge of publick Neceſſity, ſhould 
ſce . hy would preſently ruin his Kingdom; he were not 
rrue to his Truſt, which Go Þ harh repoſed in him; if 
he ſhould ſuffer them, to keep their Money, for his and 
their Enemies ro make merry with, and not call them, 
both in their Purſes and Perſons, to defend him and them- 
ſelves, againſt ſuch Inyaſions. Sothat the King may, it 
ſeems, make uſe of his Prerogatiue; as Gop does of his 
Omnipotence, upon ſomeextraordinary Occaſions : For as 
my Lord Hobart well obſerves ; The 'Statute Laws are 
made to eaſe him of his labour , not to deprive him of his 
Power, aud that he may make a Grant with a Non ob- 
ſtante to t/hem; And indeed the Power of D:/Penſing with 
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particular Laws, infome Emergencies, is ſuch a Lex C9- 
rone, ſuch a Prerogatue, without which, no Kingdom 
can be well Govern'd , but Juſtice well be turn'd into 
Worm-wood. For there neyer was yet, nor eyer will be, 
any humane Law, fram'd with ſuch exact Skill and Poli- 
cy, that it might not, on ſome occaſion or other, be 
burdenſome to the Subject, and obſtruRiveto the publick 
Good of the Common-Wealth: There being particular 
Caſes and Exigencies , fo infinitely various, that 'tis im- 

fſible for the Wit of Man to foreſee or preyent them. 
And therefore in all Governryent, there muſt be a power . 
Paramount to the written Law; and we haye good rea- 
ſon to Bleſs Gop, that this is lodg'd but zx oxe, and in 
him whom he hath ſet over us, to be his Vicegerent ; by 
whoſe Authority, they who break the /etter of the Law, 
in pure Zeal and Loyalty, to ſerve the cnds of Goyern- 
ment, and to uphold the Crown on the right Head, that 
does and yy to wearit; may berelerv'd, and pardon'd, 
and rewarded too. Suppoſe a Statute-Lacw made in Heat, 
when the Nation was in a great Fright and Ferment, and 
upon rhe falſe Suggeſtions and Depoſitions of them, who 
were afterwards judicially convicted of being Perjur'd Vil- 
lains, ſhould happen to run the Kingdom into one Miſ- 
chief, out of pure Zeal to avoid another: Or ſuppoſe ir 
ſhould'rob the King of his Rights of Government, or his 
SubjeRs of their Birth-right; or incapacitate them to ſei ve 
him, (as by Oath and Duty boudd ,) even tothe Quel- 
ling of an Invaſion, or open Rebellion, which he could 
not do without their help : Muſt the Kingdom be conſum'd 
in a general Conflagration, as the greateſt City of it once 
was, by Law? If Contra Hoſiem Publicum quilivet Homo 
Mites, beastrueas it isa Common Maxime, That every 
"Man ts in Commiſſion, to ſuppreſs a publick Rebellion ; 
then why ſuch an Out-cry, as if we were a// undone, cr, 
might be ſo by force of Popiſh Arms ? Why ſhould Pro- 
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teſtants only be ar Liberty, to ſpend their. Blood for: the 
King and Kingdom's Safety, and 7he Papiſt /it ſtill, and 
look on ? Or why may not the King /aſpend ſuch a Law, 
when there is Hannibal ad portas, as the Diſea/cs of State, 
and the various Exigences, and poſture of Afﬀairs require, 
and his own Prudence and Diſcretian ſhall dire&t him, or 
invite him to it ? I do not ſee what irregularities might 
not be fairly excuſed in ſuch Exigencies, by thar Supreme 
Lawof Neceſſity , which bears down all Tranſgreſſions. 
The King hath indeed promiſed 70 Govern by Law; but 
the /afety of the People is an Exception, implied in eyery 
Monarchical Promiſe : Nor muſt Policy, or Popularity, 
prevail againſt Pzety. And Iamafraid, thatſome of them, 
who objec this ſo ſmartly againſt the King, haye forgot 
bow many Statute Laws they themſelves have broken ; 
and never yet calPd roaccount forthem: For which they 
have reaſon tobleſs Gop andthe Kxg, andtobeſovyery 
well pleaſed with his Clemency to them, as not to grudge 
others, to be ſharers with them 'in the like Indulgencies. 
We enjoy enough, and we have no reaſon to defire , 
that Men, of as unqueſtionable Loyalty as our ſelves, 
ſhould be /farved, becauſe they are not of our Religion ; 
when we neither deny them to be Gop's [/rae/; nor the 
King's People. We donotfay, Thatthe Church of Rome 
is not @ True Church, tho' weaffirm it tobe acorrapt one; 
we like their Body well, but not their Ulcers ; nor have 
we left T hem , but therr Errors. * Tis the ſame Naaman, 
and he a Syr:an (till; but Leprows with them , and Clean/- 
ed with us: Which we ſpeak, not out of cen/wr?, but gr:ef: 
for we pitty their Errors, ppay for their Converſion, and 
Jong for a Re-unon, upon Terms of Faith, Truth, and 
Charity: Norindeed: were we Catholicks, or Chrif7- 
zans, if we did not. And that the King may be con- 
vinc'd, that we do it from the bottom of our Hearts ; 
Let him ſee, that we envy none of hrs Perſwaſion, any 
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Expreſſions or Marks of his Royal Favour, which. he 
thinks fir to confer upon them; and that our Eye is not 
Evil, becauſe he is Good. 

We live , I know, in an unhappy Age , whercin e- 
very Man is made to pals for a Romani? im Masquerade, 
who will not be a bare-far'd Rebel! ; He muſt break all 
the Ties of Faith, Truth , and Juftice , and ramely 
ſubjects all the Laws of God and the King , to the im- 
perious Dictatcs of ſome ſly popular Incendiaries ; or 
elſe he is condemn'd without Mercy , for a Betrayer of 
his Country , and one who is willing ro part with his 
Brirth-right , Priveledzes , and Religton. But I have 
not ſo learned Chriſt ; nor am 1 afraid , or aſhamed of 
any Nick-Names , that ſhall be given me for doing my 
Duty. &-4 good Conference never wants courage ; nor does 
the Owner of it care more , what Mex /ay , than what 
they dream of him , when he d:/charges it. And my 
Prayer to God ſhall alwayes be , That the People of Eng- 
land( thoſe eſpecially committed to my charge ) may prove 
themſelves as Loyal, as did the People in my Text: Who 
lett the Government of the Kingdom to Jolomon , and 
went unto their Tents, joyful and glad of heart ; which 
is the Fourth part of my Text ; to wit , "7, 

I V. Popul: Exultatio.; the People's Triumph; they 
were joyful and glad if heart, The Wiſe-man tells us, 
"That there zs a t:me to Weep (tor the ſing, and ſufferings 
of our ſelves and others ; and ſuch was that , which we 
celebrated on Saturday laſt) and ame to Rejoyce, ( for 
the hight of God's countenance lifted upon us and our Re- 
lations : ) For this, we never had a more /eaſonable time , 
than that which gives a Bezng and Authority to onr preſent 
meeting. Which affords us as much reaſon to rezgyce , 
as the People in my Text had : Joy being an Eccho , a 
Re/rgious Repercuſſion , ariſing from the enjoyment of 
God's Mercy ; and a fulne/s of joy, a dutiful Coreſpon- 
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dence to the fulne/? of God”s Mercy. Ourreturns muſt 
be anſwerable to our rece;prs. Nor will ?rue Gratitude, 
be either /al/en , or ſilent : If God gives us an Harveſt 
of e Mercy, he expects a T the of joy. 

The People in my Text thought themſelves infinitely 
happy , that they had been any wayesſervicable to their 
Soyeraign's ſatisfattion : And his gracious acceptance of 
their performances , filPd their Hearts ſo brim-tull of 
Joy , that it ran over at their Mouths; asit is expreſſed 
in the Fifth part of my Text : To wit, 

V. Exultationis Ratio; The juſt Cauſe of rheir Triumph 
which is alſo 7he cauſe of our preſent Aſſembly ; AW the 
Goodneſs which the Lord hath done for David , and for 
Iſrael his People. God's Goodneſs is never entertain'd , 
as it oughtto be, if not with Joy and Gladneſs of Heart; 
the very end, at which his Benefits aim, being to make 
glad the Hearts of Men And if ſuch ſfrouz Cordails as 
theſe, which are now Adminiſtred ro us, will not revive 
our droopms Spirits , and make the Life of joy return 
into our Hearts ; 'tis becauſe we are dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sms. Either we are not ſenſible of his Favours, or 
think them not worth our Regarding; if we ſtrive to /morber 
them , and will not give our hearts leave toinlarge upon 
them-, as the 7ews here did, who were truly ſenſible of 
what great things the Lord had done tor their Nation , 
and how /ittle they deſerved them. 

1. Regz. The firitthing at which they ſeem'd ſo tranſ- 
ported , is for the AZercies of God ſhewn to David , 
in FHunſelf , and in his Poſterity ; to Him , and to his 
Sor Solomon , who ſucceeded him ; ro whom he had given 
ſuch an extraordinary Gift of #/i/dom and Underſtanding , 
as no meer mortal Man could plauſibly pretend to: For 
which bs People do not force a ſmile in their Faces, bur 
their Joy was Real and Cordial , it kept their reſidence 
in ther. Hearts, Not like ſome in this Kingdom, who 
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were never more merry, then af h:s Majeſties Afiittions ; 
and yet now , upon the Turning of the times, faſhion 
themſelves 70 ſhew a cHzrth ( as well as they can ) from 
their Teeth outwards ; and pretend to be afteted with 
oy for that , which / if their former Words and Actions 
are to be creditcd , ) is their greateſt, Grzef, that they 
are not able to hinder : They are vow Joyful , as 'they 
were before Loyai , only Hypocriſy. But tho' the Kimg 
and People may, God ts not to be deceived ; he ſearches 
the /ecret Corners of your Hearts ; and if this Days Joy 
be not rooted there , he will never accept it. 

As your Satzrsfat7ion is, fo will your Rejoycing be : 
Joy being but an Expreflion of that Pleaſure, which we 
take in the Enjoyment of what we intimarely wiſh'd for: 
And if we underſtood cither our Duty or our [ntereſ} , 
our Neceſ//ities or Convenence , mult needs concentre in 
the happineſs of our Gracious Joveraign, which is Eſſential 
toourowyn Forunleſs God's Goodneſs be ſhewn to*David 
his Servant , 1ſrael his People muſt never expett it. 
And theretore, when they alledg'd the Cauſe of their Joy ; 
they give the Kimmg's Happineſs, the Pre-eminence which 
ir ought to have, and aſlign that for the Firſt and Greateſt. 

It is now ſcaſonahle for us to conſider, how Graciunus 
God hath beentothat Glorious Martyr, King Charles the 
Firſt, im preſerving and recalling his Poſterity, to their 
own People and inheritance, inſerting his Two Sons upon 
his T hrone. 1 hoſe Stones, which the Builders rejetted, 
have ſince been made the Head of the Corner : Thus 1s the 
Lord's doing, and it ought to b: marvellous in our Eyes, 
and matter of 7ey to our Hearts. 

His /ate _MHajeſty of Blefſed Memory, knew full well, 
that be was oblig'd by all che Ties of Honour , Juftice and 
Conſcience, to maintain the Crowns, in its due and /egal 
courſe of Deſcent, (as he did) againſt that Traiterons Bull 
of Excluſion, which ſome rcettlels Men would have _—_ 
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eduponhim; who uſed all the Bl/ack Arts of Hell torob 
his preſent Majeſty of his Birth right and Succeſſion, and 
would have perverted the wunver/al FPrimciples of all Na- 
tions, and acted contrary to the expreſs Word of Gop, to 
compaſs his Ruin; asit any unnatural Injury might have 
been done , that good might have come ot it; 


T antum Religio potuit fuadere Malorum. 


Not conſidering , that the /ecurzng of Religion, could not 
have been that way attempted , but with oper Violation 
to it ſelf and Fuſtice. 

But Liberty and Religion are two ſuch powerful Words 
of Enchantment, that the very #0;/e of them produces real 
effefts inthe World, and terrible ones t00 : For the unthink- 
ing and eaſily-deluded Mu/ritude, are by the ſound of theſe, 
made Inſtruments to deſtroy the things themſelves, which 
they ſo cagerly contended for; and cheated of all their gol- 
den Expectations at laſt, of which they dream'd at firſt. 

Nexttothis, weare oblig'd to 5// Gop for the many 


perils, which his Majeſty hath eſcaped by Sea; If it had 


not been the Lord, who was on our ſide, the Waters had 
over-whelmed him , and the ſtreams had gone over his 
Soul: For his laſt miraculous Deliverance from the /auk- 
ing Glouceſter-Friget, that he did not loſe hrs Life with 
his Ship 5 whilſt a greatpart of his Retinue periſhed in his 
ſight: Bur thatthe Gop of our Salvation, who ſhews his 
wonders in the deep, ſaved him out of many Waters, tor 
our preſervation, and thu days folemnity. - We are like- 
wiſe to bleſs Almighty Gop, for ſnatching him out of the 
Jaws of Deſtruction, by celivering him miraculouſly from 
that Unuatural , and Helliſh Conſpiracy and Rebellion 3 
which was the natural Produc of their Black Bill of Ex» 
cluſion: For they who would haye Excluded the preſent 
King, confeſſed with their laſt Breaths, Thatthey would 
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have Murder'd the former, as well as him: From whence 
God's almighty Arm did reſcue 7hem and us ; even becauſe 
he had a favour unto us. The Enemies of our Soveraign 
Lord the King , are brought down and fallen ; but we 
are riſen and ſtand upright : Nor ſhall any Weapon , 
which is formed againſt the Lord's Anointed , proſper. 

Laſtly, We are fo 6/e/s Gop, for his deliverance trom 
Two Rebellions in the Firſt, and his Peaceable entrance 
61 the Second Tear of his Reign ; to whom, next to God 
and his good Angels, we are molt beholden for our na- 
tional Happineſs ; for all thoſe miraculous Concurrences 
of his Providence, which gave the Conſecration to this 
Glorious Day, All which comprehenſive Mercics, call 
aloud upon us to Sacrifice our unfezgned, Hearty, pub- 
lick Thanks, with one Heart and Voice to Gov, for 
his tranſcendent Favours to David our King, and 1/rael 
his People. 

2. Populo: To Iſrael his People, who by Solomon's 
means were freed from their Enemies, and Bondage, and 
kept in Peace and Safety. Great is the goodue/s of God 
- to the Land of our Nativity: He hath made it both the 
exvy and glory of the World : Never had any Nat:vn 
_ Evidences of his loving Kindneſs, than we have 

ad; nor more at any time, than this : Conceal them 
we muſt not : Repeat them we canner, they are ſo many 
in number: Forget them we dare not + Diſown them 
we will not. God hath made us the very 'Dar/mpgs nf 
Heaven and Happmeſs 5 and courted us to Obedierice by 
all che fair means Imaginable; and, as if he micant tro 
make us @ preſident of Mercy to Poſterity , like Gt- 
deon's Fleece, we have been full of the Drume Boanty; 
when all the World befides, was dry in compariſon of 
us: We came imto no misfortunes like other Folks , nor 
have we been plagued like other Men , round about us: 
E Our 
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Our Meſs hath been /ke Benjamin's, Five times bigger 
than the reſt of our Brethren ; and we have plenty ot all 
things Richly to enjoy : He hath not deal? wth 215 after 
our Sins , nor rewarded us according to our Iniquzities ; 
and thetefore ler the unſpeakle Goodneſs of our GOD, 
lcad us to Repentance; or clſe the more he hath indulg'd 
us hitherto , the greater Reaſon haye we to expect hzs 
ſeverity tor the time to come. 

Great zs the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed, (when 
all the Malice and Power of Heli was raiſed to deſtro 
him) for k<eeping our gracious Sqavcraign , wnder the 
ſhadow of bus Wing , to this day, (in atliſting him by 
extraordinary Supplies of his Grace, to undergo,. not 
only with Patience, but Chearfulneſs the many Indigni- 
tics they caſt upon him, and the. Extremitics -ro” which 
they- drove him ; and in giving him, now at laſt, the 
Hearts of his Loyal Subjects, and the Necks of his Ene- 
mies: Which I therefore mention under this Head, be- 
cauſe it is a Mercy to #45, as well as to 12, . who are 
neceſlary Sharers in it. And we were the moſt ungrate- 
ful Moniters in the World, if we ſhould not remember 
it; and conſider ſcrioully , how happy the People are 
</h9 are tn ſuch a caſe ; yea, how bleſſed are that Peg- 
ple whoſe God is the Lord. IS 

Let us hang up our Yate Tables, and.manifeſt our 
publick and chearful Senſe of theſe Mercies on this /o- 
lemn Feſtruity and left the more GOD in Mercy re- 
member us, the ſooner we forget both him and ourſclves, 
let the regoycing of 6ur Lips, be ſeconded with 72: re- 
formation of our Lives: For if we {till do wickedly 
wwe ſball be conſumed, both we and our King. ; 

Let us ove GOD, and one another, from this day 
forward, more than eyer we did, for the Kings /ake. 
The better Chritzans we become, the better Subjetts we 
ſhall be; and the better Nezghbours too, 
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Let us therefore forſake all thoſe waſting /ins,, which 
rob us of our Peace and Joy ; and remember that all ovt- 
ward formalities of Regoycing, are but inſignificant Cere- 
montes , it not accompanied with zocence and integrity, 
To what purpoſe do we Ring our Bells ; if we reſolve 
to draw | KAR with Coras of V anity ; and Sin , 4s 114, x, w8. 
if it were with a Cart-rope , till we pull down God's 
Judgments , upon the King's and our Heads 2 To what 
end ihall we &;udl/e Bone-fires, if we reſolve to enkindle 
the Flames of Gods diſpleaſure , by our proyoking Sins 
to deyour us, into whoſe Hands it will be a fearful yi, x. 11. 
thing to fall ; for our Gad is a conſuming Fire? To wnat Heb.xij.29. 
purpoſe do we pleaſe our /efves, if we reſolve likewiſe 
ro gratific tbe King's, and our Knemes ; nay , and the 
Enemies of God , and all goodneſs too ? For God's /2ke, 
for the King's ſake, for the Church of England's ſake, 
be dutiful Subjetts to the King of Heaven in the firſt 
place 5 and next under him, to the King of Great 
Brita; that God may never repent of his loying Kind- 
neſs to {2:4 or 715. 

The Lord of Hoſts , who hath kept him. inthe dayof 
zrouvle, of his Infinite Mercy to him and us, preſerve 
him /om 7t, for the time to come; the Lord help hin 
from vis Santtuary, and ſtrengthen him out of Sion ; Let 
the Ark of his Preſence be always precious to him,” and 
* let the Preſence of that "Ark tis preſerve Hit : 
Let ihby hand , O Lord be upon the c Man of thy Right 
Hand : Make him a conſtant Patron of thy Church and 
Truto : Protect his Perſon; and proſper his Government. 
Bleſs [142 with w/e and /afe Councils; and give him courage 
and conf7ancy to purſue them. Bleſs him in his Royal 
Conſort , our gracious Queen M ARY ; the partner of 
his LAfiiftions , as well as of his Glories 5 and in that 
good time , which ſhall be beF for her and as, fulfil her 
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Joyes ; and make her a {cuitful Mother of many and hap- 
py Children; and the King a Fatherot a numerous Poſte- 
rity , to Rule theſe Nations after him, by Succeſſion in 
all Ages and Generations. O Lord , Grant the King a 
long Life ; give hm his Hearts deſire 5 and fulfil all his 


mind ; that we , his Subjetts , under thee may ſee with 
Joy and ge of Heart , That thou , of thine infinite 


Goodneſs , doeſt help thine ,Anomted ; and that thou 
wilt hear bm from thy Holy Heaven ; and continue thy 
Loving Kindneſs to ow David thy Seruant, aud I/raet 
thy People. 


